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TECH AND INNOVATION MEET GLOBAL HEALTH

Prescription for Progress is an annual event bringing together leaders across sectors working on 
technology and innovation to advance global health. 

Through illuminating journalism and expert analysis it features — and inspires — partnerships 
between innovators and the global health community that are essential to accelerating 
progress on health outcomes for all. 

In February 2022, we’ll convene once again to dive into learnings about global health partnerships 
over the past year. What’s working, what isn’t, and what’s next?

The fourth edition of this unique event will be hosted with a curated group of around 75 
executive-level attendees in San Francisco with opportunities for our global audience to 
participate and network virtually. 

Visit the 2021 event 
page for programme 
and recorded 
sessions

Read the 2021 live 
updates and news

Read the 2020 event 
takeaways article
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WHAT’S NEXT?

Since the first edition of Prescription for Progress in October 2018, there has been growing 
awareness of the role Silicon Valley, and technology and innovation more broadly, must play to 
move the needle in global health. The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic has made it more critical 
than ever for cross-sector partnerships to leverage the power of technology in order to bridge 
gaps in global health. 

Prescription for Progress 2022 aims to connect the people at the center of these partnerships to 
bring solutions to scale in the COVID-19 response and long term recovery – and to accelerate 
progress on global health goals more broadly. 
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Prescription for Progress is really about partnerships — and how they can be a force multiplier for innovation and impact. At previous editions: 

➔ The Rockefeller Foundation’s senior vice president of health Dr. Naveen Rao announced the foundation’s new partnership with Medic Mobile around a 
new global health technology accelerator.

➔ The Bay Area Global Health Alliance – a consortium of 45 institutions, experienced nonprofits and innovative technology, biotech and pharmaceutical 
companies including Pfizer, PATH, UC Berkeley, UNICEF USA, Facebook and 40+ others – was launched to catalyze health innovation and equity. 

➔ WhatsApp shared the key learnings from the messaging app’s work with the WHO during COVID-19.
➔ Nonprofit Malaria No More announced Forecasting Healthy Futures, a partnership aimed at leveraging weather data to tackle mosquito-borne disease 

with Reaching the Last Mile Global Health Initiative, PATH, Tableau Foundation and IBM’s The Weather Company.   
➔ Facebook’s head of health KX Jin demonstrated the impact their blood donation tool had in India through partnerships with local organizations.
➔ Medtronic LABS and the Kenyan ministry of health shared how they are leveraging technology to identify and solve health issues across the NCDs.
➔ The Pfizer Foundation and Living Goods shared learnings from the rollout of the the Smart Health app in Uganda – a digital tool that is the continuity of 

health care services delivery while protecting community health workers during the pandemic.
➔ GlaxoSmithKline and Amref Health Africa announced a new partnership aimed at encouraging people to seek health care and supporting health care 

workers with the necessary tools for disease surveillance to tackle Malaria and TB in Kenya and Ethiopia.
➔ We heard from tech startups and scale-ups Vir Biotechnology, Nexleaf Analytics, Parsyl, DataBlick LLC, Zipline, Hunuvat Global and others on 

how they successfully scaled solutions through partnerships and what they learnt in the process – and a number of new partnerships started in the room. 

OUTCOMES FROM PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THE EVENT
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“Data needs to be a lot of things to be 
truly useful but two of those things are 
unbiased and accessible… [it’s 
important to] ensure that health data is 
being collected in a way that is capturing 
underlying disparities and is being used 
to plan interventions that address those 
disparities.” 

“Now that our devices are in over 15,000 
clinics across 23 countries, we’ve 
learned even more how critical 
partnerships are” 

Nithya Ramanathan, CEO and co-founder, 
Nexleaf Analytics

Jennifer Gardy, deputy director of 
surveillance, data, and epidemiology, Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation. 

“You have to be clear on what the ask is. 
You cannot go to the private sector — in 
this instance, the big tech companies — 
without a clear, crisp ask about what role 
they can play, what’s in it for them, how 
much risk it is.” 

Dr. Naveen Rao, senior vice president of 
health, The Rockefeller Foundation

“It’s really important that donors are not 
crowding out private sector and private 
capital. The more they are creating market 
incentives, the more we are getting private 
actors into these sectors — we are going 
to have more of a sustainable financing 
structure.”

Ben Hubbard, chief executive officer, Parsyl

“It is crucial that organizations 
communicate and work in close 
collaboration with ministries of health.”

Dr. Florence Duperval Guillaume, Haiti 
country director at Chemonics International, 
former minister of health and former acting 
prime minister of Haiti

“One company, one organization can not 
do it alone. COVID-19 just really brought 
to light for the global community how 
important these partnerships can be.”

Dr. Harmony Garges, chief medical officer, 
ViiV Healthcare
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PARTNER WITH US 

We are reaching out to select partners with the opportunity to play a prominent role in this event. For organizations that are innovating in health or 
have hands-on experience working toward positive health outcomes in low- and middle-income countries, partnering with Devex around 
Prescription for Progress is an opportunity to:

● Establish your organization as a leader in the space
● Elevate the visibility of your work and share your expertise at the event or online
● Participate actively in compelling conversations at the cutting edge of global health
● Engage with a curated audience of potential partners in global health, government and the private sector as well as the broader global 

development community online

We can tailor a partnership that fits your objectives and budget to ensure the fourth edition of Prescription for Progress is an impactful event for your 
organization.

https://www.devex.com/


Impact for Partners
Partners have the opportunity to influence, network and build 
strategic partnerships with a strategic audience — think 
executives, health experts, founders, and investors – through 
interactive workshop-style sessions, audience Q&A and VIP 
networking.

At the 2021 edition of the event:

of respondents were very satisfied or satisfied with the overall event. 

of respondents confirmed that they were very likely or likely to attend the 
event next year.

86%

95%
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Impact for Partners
The event is the ideal platform for a launch 
announcement, a call for partners, to shine a 
spotlight on a partnership or simply to share 
expertise on cutting-edge solutions in front of an 
audience who can help multiply your impact.

187 senior-level attendees were present from over 170 organizations 
that included corporates, investors, governments, multilaterals, NGOs, 
tech and pharma companies such as:

48,552 
live attendees

8,828
on-demand 

views

1,939
organizations 
represented

30
leading 

speakers 

Prescription for Progress 2021 – global virtual event

500 people joined via livestream and 1,000 have watched on demand. 

Prescription for Progress 2020 – live streamed in-person event

https://www.devex.com/
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Impact for Partners
Impact extends well beyond the event itself – video interviews for 
promotion on social media and sponsored content can be published 
before or after the event to capitalize on the buzz created around the 
event. Sponsoring the Devex CheckUp – the industry’s go-to global 
health newsletter launched at the 2021 event  – positions your 
organization in front of global health leaders, influencers and 
professionals alongside our coverage on global health innovation. 

https://www.devex.com/
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Social Media Buzz

P4P is a perfect moment for breaking news or 
highlighting your organization’s innovation in 
global health online. 

813
tweets using 

event’s 
hashtag

293
contributors

2.1 M
estimated 

impressions

#prescription4progress in 2020

#Prescription4Progress was a trending hashtag 
in San Francisco on the day of the 2020 edition 
of the event.

Facebook Twitter Instagram Total

Followers 154 K+ 100 K+ 7 K+ 261 K+

Yearly impressions 325 M+ 11 M+ 3 M+ 339 M+
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Devex  is the media platform for the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the professionals 
working to achieve them.

Over one million practitioners, business leaders, policymakers, ministers 
and more rely on our journalism — from the UN, WHO, US government, 
World Bank, FCDO, the Gates Foundation, the EU Parliament, and all 
major donor agencies, foundations and nonprofits worldwide. 

● The trusted media platform for global health and 
development journalism

● Unique global audience dedicated to social impact
● Editorial expertise and deep understanding of the space
● Powerful network of high-level speakers and contributors
● Convening power and proven track record producing 

compelling content and live events 

https://www.devex.com/
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170k+
global health 

members

15+
events 

every year

103K+
CheckUp 

subscribers

Global health vertical

Our audience includes

Prescription for Progress is part of our front-line and 
behind-the-scenes reporting on global health.
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Get in touch to start the conversation
partnerships@devex.com

Interested in exploring a partnership?
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